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Dr. Vladimir Orlov  
Dr. Orlov is the founding director of the Moscow-based Center for Nonproliferation Policy Studies in 
Russia.  He is a leading expert on nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  His areas of 
expertise include Russia’s foreign and security policy and decision-making process; Russia’s 
nonproliferation and arms control policies and practices; international nuclear nonproliferation regimes; 
assessment of cooperative threat reduction programs; and new threat assessment, in particular terrorism 
with the use of WMD. 
 
While major attention in WMD proliferation prevention is focused on a 
handful of states of concern, the most potentially threatening challenges 
come from “gray zones”—non-recognized radical regimes of separatist 
movements with growing ambitions.  The enumeration of certain states as 
comprising the “axis of evil” and being the primary cause of proliferation 
concern is overly simplistic and may distract from these emerging threats.  
Dr. Orlov will discuss gray zones, the resulting proliferation threats and 
explore potential solutions to meet this new challenge. 
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